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NOAH WEBSTER.

"In May, 1785, I undertook a journey
to the Middle and Southern States, one ob-
ject of which was to procure copyright laws
to be enacted. I proceeded to Charleston,
but the legislature not being in session, I
returned to Baltimore, where I spent the
summer. In November I visited General
Washington at his mansion; he gave me
letters to Governor Harrison in Richmond,
and to the speakers of both houses of the
legislature. The law desired was passed for
securing copyrights. In December I visited
Annapolis, where the legislature was in ses-
sion ; and in February I visited Dover, in
Delaware, for the same purpose. On peti-
tion, the Legislature of Delaware appointed
a committee to prepare a bill for a copy-
right law, just at the close of the session,
but the enactment was deferred to the nest
session. In the year 1790 Congress enacted
their first copyright law, which superseded
all the state laws on the subject.
' "When I was in England in 1825 I
learned that the British Parliament had, a
few years before, enacted a new law on
copyrights, by which the rights of authors
were much extended. This led me to at*
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